ide of the road

thi lady!” they shriel




Over the course of my trip, | heard similar sentiments
from nearly every other tourist befriended. Rather, didn't
befriend: Telling folks | was planning to publicize their

best-kept secret made me as popular as a bad rash.
But if Anguilla regulars are intent on staying mum
bout their luxurious locale, they better _enlist
Hollwood heudiners n the crusade. From Robart
Oetic and L zel Washington and
Wi, Achars Favalatet g Al b
b dackson included songeabout the e on her
latest CD. Kat ied Sam Mendes at a pri-
vatavills thee. Kevin Blmn ‘even showed up at a recent
Angull Toust Board wvart in New e
Gaveioni the flt acuEby 1E-mlle ane o S
o o m Rock.” According to one travel website's
oard, its gatting out of hand, this Anguilla

celebity fes-foral

Anguilla, | learned, is hot. | mean this literally: The
island, a Britsh teritory eight miles north of St. Martin,
s 0 meantamperstur of 0 egtaes, el turic:
and scarce rainfall. And also figuratively: Anguilla has

for bigwigs and boldface names to unwind, a more mel
served version of St. Barts—sans paparazzi

According to the Anguillan woman siting next to me on
the American Eagle mini-plane carrying us from Puerto
Rico to Anguilla’s Wallblake

at it [

Kischy alli e ot AT ool
an 100 rooms). No lush green

cacti and a constant cool breeze, as if an enormous fi

shipsor tacky casinon. Anc, pror t the eary
ancvide siciicy or paved roxds. Anguila i 10 5t.
Virun what, s, Sotge s 1o New York ity
i S M e dowd
have. During the short ide from the airport to Vila Coyaba,
the private rental vila where | spent my first night, my taxi

Marirs shores the recaled the time be paronsly

ing you would find in Paris, not to mention dazzling
hotels and villas with weekly rates that can hit the

‘American who moved to Anguilla 15 years
ago and never looked back. As she took me from one
stunningly appointed room to the next—the villa has six




bedraoms, a gym, round-the-clock staffing and a seclud-
ed beach—she indulged my lust for name-dropping:

ducer whose guests included Jay-Z and Beyonce.
Isettled in, took a swim, walked along the rocky shore

and later found myself doing something | hadn't had

time to do in years: taking 2 bath, allthe while ogling the

dow in my il night | enjoyed dinner and live
e
Karacke) at Mango's, an upscale seasid satey in nearby.

“8

the wine, the music and the sea breeze, | stayed out far
later than planned
2 day | toured The Vally:a cluster of gavern-
ment offices, shops_and historic buildings that is
‘Angullla’s capital city. Then | set off for Scilly Cay, » pri-
vate island open only during lunch hours and accessible

thanks to Julius, who tows visitors there on a small boat.
Stand st he dock.wave, and Jlussopaars; when ou'e
ready to return, wave again and Julius will deposit you on

the mainand. Sclly Cay 1 an oosismithinan-oasis, a
getaway from your isiand getaway. Eudoxie Wallace—
known to locals as "—owns the outdoor

learned that Kevin Bacon had done the same, on his first

the most spectacular one I've ever enjoyed—is a slice of
Santorini deposited on a Caribbean isle: gleaming white
Moorish arches and spiral staircases poised on a near-
mile of ocean 5o blue, it might as well be injected with
turquoise dye.

Basketball star Alonzo Mourning was married at Cap
Jluca, and celebity guests are such 3 commorplace

course—sbout a certain famous
Guaras condoned of the!ftness; oo every
sty o paangt e

Amerindian heritage. Cap Juluca, he told me, is named




